ACCELERATED FRESHMAN MATHEMATICS

Text:  McDougal Littell’s  Algebra I **** PLEASE NOTE****  This a brand new book and must be covered at all times with a paper cover or Jumbo cloth cover.
Course Description:
The course uses a sophisticated algebra I text, and a more rigorous approach than most of these students have been exposed to previously, in order to provide a firm foundation for the continued study of mathematics.  The course content is expanded beyond the traditional Algebra I curriculum so as to help improve thinking skills, enhance problem solving strategies, and foster the ability to communicate mathematical ideas.

Objectives:
1.) To teach the student an understanding of sets, and the properties of algebraic systems.
2.) To teach the students to solve equations and to use Algebra to solve real world problems.
3.) To use technology, specifically, the graphing calculator as a tool for problem solving in 
Algebra.
4.) To show the relationships between various topics of mathematics and to have continued success in the field of mathematics.
EHS Expectations for Students:

· The EHS student will reason effectively, think critically, and solve problems.

· The EHS student will utilize resources including media, computers, and other technologies.
Grading Policy:
Students quarterly grades are based on the sum total of points achieved divided by the total points for that quarter.  This percentage is assigned a letter grade based on the school definitions as stated in the student handbook.  Students are graded on:



Tests (80-135 pts.)



Quizzes  (30-80 pts.)



Projects and Reflection Paper (50-100 pts.) 

Homework (100 pts. per quarter) The 100 points will be divided in half for progress reports. The Mathematics Department is implementing a new Homework Club please see other sheet for details.  Homework is expected to be done everyday.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at the school (896-2352 ext. 236) during the day.  You may also e-mail me at anytime will any questions or concerns.  Open communication is one of many things that can assist in the learning process.

Sincerely,

Mrs. Fontanella

Mathematics Department

Ellington High School

cfontanella@ellingtonschools.net
